
 

John Henry died on December 28, 2013. Here is what his boss sent out to the 

rest of his office: (A very nice tribute) 

Dear Global Partners and Washington DC Area Personnel: 

We are fortunate that we rarely lose to illness partners who are active in the 

practice and at the peak of their careers. Today, however, we are very 

unfortunate, for we have lost one of our best. 

I am very sorry to report that John Henry, a corporate partner in our 

Washington, DC office, passed away earlier today following a battle with cancer. 

John was at home with his wife, Cathy, their three sons, and their 2 

grandchildren. John’s family currently intends to hold a memorial service around 

the time of John’s birthday, 22 February. 

John grew up in Columbus, Ohio. He began dating Cathy while they were in high 

school. They have been together for almost fifty years. 

John earned his undergraduate degree from Yale and his law degree from 

Harvard. After working in Philadelphia and Denver, John joined Squire Sanders 

in our Washington, DC office in 1980. During his thirty-three year career with 



the Firm, John worked with many of us around the globe. In the US he led 

complex projects involving the US savings and loan crisis in the late 1980s and 

early 1990s. More recently he played a key role in our work as the Transition 

Administrator for the 800Mhz spectrum reallocation project. He spent 

considerable time in Eastern Europe and Russia, but he was no stranger to 

Western Europe or Asia during the 1980’s, 1990’s and 2000’s. John was tireless. 

He once surpassed his annual billable goal by the second quarter of the year. 

And he served for many years on our Firm’s Ethics Committee, where his 

contributions were considerable. 

John was indeed a platinum quality lawyer, His abilities allowed the Firm to call 

upon him for the most challenging, and an unusually diverse range of, projects. 

More important, he was a platinum grade partner. Those who knew John well 

knew him to care deeply about our partnership, doing the right thing, and about 

being a partner in every sense of the term. 

John will dearly missed not only by his family, by his Firm and its partners. 

Thanks John. 


